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PADDLING THE SEAS 


Jon Bowermaster's Descending the Dragon chronicles 800 miles 
ofVietnam's craggy coastline and those who call it home. 

Rob Howard documented some of the 28 million Vietnamese living along the coast. 

HE'S PROBABLY TIlE ONLY MAN ON EARTH TO KAYAK ADES[RT. 
A complicated leal. riddled WiTh Irra llenallty. dragging 
a boa I across hundreds of miles 01 salt flal 8113,000 
feel. 9uI paddling The ancient sea now known as 
Soulh America's Altiplano was Just part of Jon 
Bowermaster's larger plan, since compleTed. 10 kayak 
each of the world 's seven COnTinents and Oceania. 
Called Ocea ns 8. Ihe projecT also took Bowennasler 
and a small rOlaling crew of phoTographers and 
advenrurers to Ihe Aleutian Islands. Anlarctlca, 
Polyn9s~, Gabon, Croatia, Tasmania. and Vietnam, 
the last Ihe subjeCI of his new book DcsO:lIdingthe 
Dragon: My JOllrTI~Dcmm rhe OJasr oJVietnam. 

Oceans 8 began as a pure cxpedition. but il soon 
became s way to shine a SpO tlight on the environ­
mental heallh of the world's oceans. Nearly half the 
world's populaTion lives within 100 miles of a coaal, a 
fact made more obvious with eVery cyclone. tsunami. 
and few Inches of sea level rise. What surprised 
Bowermaster and his learn most was how much the 3 
billion people living on The shore had In common. 

"Whether They're in Vietnam or Chile, coastal people 
are more similar than they are differant," says 
Bowermaster. " They're linked by plastic pollution, 
clImate change, and overtishlng." 

Dragon is really the work of two men. Th e 
evocative landscapes and portraiture of photogra­
pher Rob Howard recan how Walker Evans's images 
enhanced (he written word of Jamea Agce, excepT. 
of course, Howard capTures walery Asian shacks 
and fishing boaTS instead of New Deal-era 
sharscropping. (UnTil this Hip Bowermaster's Evans 
had been longt ime MJ phOTographer Barry Tessman, 
bur he died in a kayak accident JUST two months 
before the pai, planned to leave forVielnam .) 

Understandably, a trip basad on boating for 
leisure's sake was seen as peculiar and risky in a 
country still scarred by decades of war. But Ihe 
kayaks were Their point of entry as much as they 
were vehicles. " The faclthal we had heir on our legs 
seemed weirder than thaI we were in kayaks," says 

Bowermaster. "Everyone wa_ 'n b__ ____P.NES Js__oa'~·_-"," BA
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