o

ol
A

'NEWS FROM THE PADDLING WORLD |

Q&AL I

Q&A | SEARCH & RESCUE | VHF

The Ocean Ambassador

JON BOWERMASTER FINISHES A DECADE-LONG QUEST TO PADDLE ALL OF THE WORLD’S CONTINENTS

IN JaNUARy, journalist Jon Bowermaster
travelled to the Ancarctica Peninsula to
complete the final leg of his Oceans 8 expe-
dirion, a quest to explore all of the world’s
continents by sea kayak. The Oceans 8 crips
included Alaska’s Aleutian Islands (1999),
Vietnam (2001), French Polynesia’s Tuamo-
tu Atolls (2002), South America’s Altiplano
(2003), Gabon (2004), Croara (2005), Tas-
mania (2006) and Antarctica {2008).

Did you know thar Oceans 8 was going to
take 10 years when you starred?

No I had no idea. When we went to the Aleu-
tians it was just a pure, one-off adventure. It
wasn't until wed done the second one, Vier-
nam, that I thoughe thar we should make chis
along-teem ching.

So how did you come up with the idea?

[ was inspited by my climbing friends who had
such simple and casily defined goals. T wanted
some 1ong-:erm project. Visiting eacli continent
by sea kayak seemed precty easy ro me. Ara sea-
level way it's our own kind of Seven Summirs.

Why kayaking?
I've always regarded kayaks as our ambassa-
dors. They open doors that wouldn't open if

we arrived by land. Along che coastlines vircu-
ally everyone we meer lives and depends on
the sea. Everyone has a boar. Most of themn
ace fishermen. So chey don' look ar us like

freaks, they look at us like brechcen. Other

than the Alciplano, no one ever said, “What |

ate you doing here?”

So in South America you were just freaks?
We wete dragging kayaks through the driest
place on earth. The few people we did meet
had never seen a kayak before. Wed rigged
them on these lictle pull carts and harnesses.
This is a place where people still believe in
UFQOs and excraterrestrials, so theyd see us
come trundling across the deserr and licerally
in some instances ran and hid.

In Antarctica you came across a sinking ship?

By pure coincidence when we had o drop the |

kayaks off in advance and I was riding on the
National Geographic Endeavor, a big tourist

[

ship, we were first on the scene of thar sinking |

ship, the Explorer. We picked up the captain
and the scaff and all che Z.odiacs. The caprain
had a guy with him who was carrying three
bags—one was filled with all the passports,
one was filled with the ships papers and one
was filled wich cash.

What's next?

Were going to South Ametica and then Af-
rica next month and the Galapagos and back
to French Polynesia fot other assignments.

Who's “we'?

Fiona Stewart, my paccner, cravels with me,
takes a lot of the pictutes. She did all of the
communicarion management from Antarc-
tica. Thar's the other parr of this modern day
adventuring is thac it's a lot of work. Every day
you've gor to download the images, edit the
images, write the rexr, edic liccle videos.

Do you have a favourite place?

I've been back ro French Polynesia and che
Tuamortus many, many cimes. That mighe be
my favourite. In a sense it's more raw than
some of the other places in that you can find
people living very simply and not so removed
from how their predecessors did, and its just

incredibly beautifuf.

What's keeping you going?

Now char we've figured chis website our and
have goreen an audience char keeps checking
in you really just want to keep sharing these
kinds of stories—water-related and environ-
mencai-related.
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